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Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  book/	
  
CD	
  set	
  	
  

(Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America)	
  
	
  
The	
  plot	
  to	
  this	
  entertaining	
  sequel	
  to	
  My	
  
Name	
  Is	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  is	
  pretty	
  simple:	
  Everyone	
  
on	
  the	
  farm	
  knows	
  today	
  is	
  a	
  special	
  day-­‐-­‐
everyone	
  but	
  Chicken	
  Joe.	
  There's	
  enough	
  
barnyard	
  humor	
  and	
  silliness	
  to	
  keep	
  the	
  kids	
  
laughing	
  but	
  not	
  so	
  much	
  that	
  it	
  slips	
  into	
  
stupidity,	
  which	
  would	
  drive	
  the	
  dads	
  away.	
  
But	
  what	
  really	
  makes	
  this	
  CD/book	
  combo	
  

sing	
  (if	
  you'll	
  pardon	
  the	
  pun)	
  is	
  the	
  spunky	
  narration	
  and	
  witty	
  
original	
  songs	
  about	
  friendship	
  and	
  forgetfulness	
  from	
  a	
  four-­‐time	
  
Grammy	
  Award	
  nominated	
  band	
  (which	
  means	
  the	
  music	
  is	
  
excellent).	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
 
 
K-­‐Gr	
  3—Chicken	
  Joe	
  is	
  back	
  after	
  his	
  debut	
  in	
  My	
  Name	
  Is	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  (2009).	
  
In	
  this	
  story,	
  the	
  unusually	
  named	
  cat	
  just	
  knows	
  he's	
  forgotten	
  something	
  
important,	
  but	
  what?	
  The	
  farm	
  seems	
  normal.	
  His	
  friends	
  all	
  appear	
  busy	
  but	
  
not	
  as	
  communicative	
  as	
  they	
  might	
  be.	
  It	
  turns	
  out	
  that	
  he	
  forgot	
  it	
  was	
  his	
  
birthday—but,	
  luckily,	
  his	
  friends	
  remembered.	
  Written	
  and	
  performed	
  by	
  
the	
  Grammy-­‐nominated	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America's	
  Keith	
  Grimwood	
  and	
  Ezra	
  
Idlet,	
  the	
  story	
  is	
  followed	
  by	
  11	
  original	
  songs,	
  all	
  filled	
  with	
  humorous	
  lyrics	
  
and	
  toe-­‐tapping	
  rhythm	
  with	
  a	
  bluegrass	
  influence.	
  The	
  story	
  is	
  illustrated	
  by	
  
Stephanie	
  Jorisch	
  in	
  bright	
  colors	
  and	
  amusing	
  details.	
  While	
  the	
  tale	
  is	
  rather	
  
silly,	
  fans	
  of	
  the	
  musical	
  duo	
  will	
  rejoice	
  in	
  the	
  accompanying	
  songs.	
  A	
  fun	
  
sing-­‐along.—Teresa	
  Bateman,	
  Brigadoon	
  Elementary,	
  Federal	
  Way,	
  WA	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

tFROM THE EDITOR

True Love
THE HOLIDAYS, FROM DECEMBER THROUGH FEBRUARY, CAN BE A
wonderful or painful reminder that everyone needs someone to love. I could not
have imagined getting through my long single years without the unconditional
love of my cats. They’ve spent more time with me than any human.

This holiday season I’m privileged to
have someone I believe might be a soul
mate celebrating with me. So Erika
Sorocco’s “Romancing the Cat” is help-
ing the new love in my life win the affec-
tions of the “old” loves of my life. My outgoing cat Maddie and equally outgoing
boyfriend Mark hit it off from the beginning as though they were longtime best
friends. My shy, territorial Sophie, on the other hand, does well to appear in the
same room as Mark while he’s at my house. If she’s comfortable enough to be in

the same room as Mark, we consider that
progress, but as Erika suggests, we’re taking it
slow and letting Sophie make the first moves.

This issue is all about love from the Snuggle
Buddies Contest winners and the Cool Cat who
warns his diabetic human when her blood sugar
is too high or low, to the heartwarming book re-
views, including Sandy Robins’ charming new
For the Love of Cats from A to Z. 

In addition to reminding us about love,
February is also National Pet Dental Health
Month. This is such an important issue for cats,
because they are masters at covering up pain and
illness, and oral conditions affect overall health.
You’ll learn about tooth resorption, stomatitis
and other painful diseases that afflict cats, but
there’s also hope in the pages ahead.

As if we needed another reason to admire cats, Andrea Dorn gives us an
amazing peek into the world of feline agility. Teaching your cat to do tricks can
enhance the bond that you already have.

This month’s Foster Focus on one woman’s determination to become a vet-
erinarian so she can cure FIP will inspire you. Now that’s true love in action!

Follow Susan 
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MEWSINGS!

Susan with
Maddie

Still searching for the
purr-fect holiday gift for
the cat lovers on your list?
They’ll love Cat Calls,
which is becoming a holi-
day favorite. For other fun
holiday books, check out
this month’s Book Club
selections on page 61.
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BY TIFFANY LIN 

ANIMAL TALES 
Veterinarian Jeff Wells

shares more poignant and

humorous tales in All My
Patients Kick and Bite:
More Favorite Stories from
a Vet’s Practice. Giving a behind-the-

scenes look at the daily life of a busy veteri-

narian, Wells relates his experiences

chasing an escapee dog, treating an un-

happy cat who turned from sweet kitty to

fanged monster during a long car ride and

recounts the first time he assisted at a

lamb’s birth when he was a young boy, and

much more. These heartwarming tales will

give you a whole new appreciation for

those who care for our pets. $24.99. St.

Martin’s Press; www.stmartins.com 

KITTY LOVE
An amusing guide for

those who tend to take

pet care a little too seri-

ously, You Know You’re
a Cat Lover When…, by Ben Fraser, lists ex-

amples of kitty love gone too far. Whether

you “buy furniture and home accessories

to match your cat’s markings” or “take a

course to learn to ‘speak cat,’” this book

will remind you why you love your favorite

feline — and the things you’ll do to make

him happy. $7.95. Summersdale, distrib-

uted by Trafalgar Square Publishing/IPG;

www.ipgbook.com

I FORGET 
In Chicken Joe Forgets
Something Important,
by Trout Fishing in

America’s Keith Grim-

wood and Ezra Idlet, the main character is

a cat who sleeps in the hen house. One

morning, he is woken up much too early by

a rooster’s crow. Everyone on the farm

knows it’s a special day, but sleepy Chicken

Joe just can’t seem to remember. With a lit-

tle help from his friends, he might just be

able to figure it out. The story is followed

by 11 original songs on an accompanying

CD. Find out how to get a free download of

the song “16 or 17 Hours of Sleep,” at

CatChannel .com/ChickenJoeSong.

$16.95. The Secret Mountain; 514-483-

9281; www.thesecretmountain.com

BOOKS FOR CAT LOVERS

CATS — THEY WARM
our souls with content-
ed purrs, make us laugh
with energetic antics
and converse with us
through expressive me-
ows. We’ve been capti-
vated by them for
centuries, and they’ve
claimed a permanent
place in the homes and hearts of cat lovers
everywhere. For the Love of Cats, by Sandy
Robins, addresses the many reasons that
make cats — and our bond with them — so
special. 

Robins’ book brims with charming
verses and informative text about all things
cat, listed in alphabetical order: A is for
“Adored” by the Ancient Egyptians, B is for
“Breeds” — there are 80 different cat
breeds recognized around the world, C is
for “Companion” — cats are ranked as the
world’s No. 1 companion animal, and D is
for “Domain” — territorial by nature, cats
even “claim” the people they love.

Under each letter, Robins scatters
countless fascinating facts, some of which
include: Cats have a third eyelid, which
helps them to become instantly alert if a
shadow crosses it while they’re dozing; the
undersides of a cat’s forelegs feature rein-
forced hairs that help with stalking prey
and judging landings; when kitty yawns,
this could either signal a comfortable
“hello” or a don’t-bother-me “goodbye.”  

“This book has everything covered from
A to Z with fun verses and informative fac-
toids to improve your knowledge and im-
press your friends,” Robins writes. “It’s for
cat lovers young and old, the purr-fect gift
for the cat person who has everything (ex-
cept this book).” 

In addition to Robins’ engaging text,

whimsical feline illustrations by Mark An-
derson add a creative, eye-catching punch
to For the Love of Cats.

“Why do we love cats?” Robins poses.
“It’s simple — they are the best companions
in the world.” 

Interested in this book? Pick up a copy
and join us at CatChannel.com/Forums to
discuss the subject matter. Think about
these questions as you read:

1. Robins offers countless cat facts
throughout her book. Which one do you
find the most intriguing?

2. Can you name the three top reasons
why you love cats?

3. Would you consider making your own
alphabetical list of all things cat?  c

Tiffany Lin is the assistant ed-
itor for Chickens and Urban
Farm magazines, also pub-
lished by BowTie Inc., and a
freelance writer who lives in
Southern California with her
mixed-breed dog, Rocky.

How Do I Love Thee?
For the Love 
of Cats 

By Sandy Robins
$16.95. Triumph Books;
800-335-5323; 
www.triumphbooks.com

CAT BOOK CLUB

CHECK OUT OUR INTERVIEW
WITH AUTHOR SANDY ROBINS

ABOUT THE BOOK AT
CATCHANNEL.COM/

EXCLUSIVES!

*Art & Culture
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Musical	
  Authors	
  Include	
  Bookstores	
  on	
  Tour	
  	
  
By	
  Claire	
  Kirch	
  -­‐	
  PUBLISHERS	
  WEEKLY	
  CHILDREN'S	
  BOOKSHELF	
  
Sep	
  15,	
  2011	
  
	
  
It	
  seems	
  only	
  appropriate	
  that	
  the	
  musical	
  duo	
  that	
  named	
  itself	
  after	
  the	
  Richard	
  Brautigan	
  book	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  
in	
  America	
  would	
  expand	
  its	
  repertoire	
  to	
  include	
  books.	
  Of	
  course,	
  it	
  also	
  makes	
  sense	
  that	
  any	
  book	
  written	
  by	
  
a	
  couple	
  of	
  folk	
  musicians	
  would	
  include	
  music.	
  

On	
  September	
  9,	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America	
  musicians	
  —	
  Keith	
  Grimwood	
  and	
  Ezra	
  Idlet	
  —	
  kicked	
  off	
  a	
  bookstore	
  
and	
  concert	
  tour	
  extending	
  through	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  2011	
  for	
  their	
  newly	
  released	
  children’s	
  storybook	
  and	
  music	
  CD	
  
package,	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important,	
  a	
  follow-­‐up	
  to	
  their	
  2009	
  release,	
  My	
  Name	
  Is	
  Chicken	
  Joe.	
  
Both	
  book-­‐and-­‐music-­‐CD	
  packages	
  were	
  illustrated	
  by	
  Stéphane	
  Jorisch	
  and	
  are	
  published	
  by	
  The	
  Secret	
  
Mountain,	
  a	
  Canadian	
  company	
  with	
  offices	
  in	
  Montreal	
  and	
  Paris.	
  Since	
  2003	
  the	
  company	
  has	
  published	
  
approximately	
  40	
  book/CD	
  packages,	
  predominately	
  in	
  English	
  and	
  French,	
  with	
  one	
  title	
  in	
  Spanish.	
  The	
  Secret	
  
Mountain	
  is	
  distributed	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  by	
  IPG.	
  
	
  	
  
Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America’s	
  2011	
  tour	
  will	
  include	
  readings	
  from	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important,	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  performances	
  of	
  the	
  11	
  songs	
  contained	
  on	
  the	
  CD.	
  Of	
  the	
  23	
  venues	
  on	
  the	
  21-­‐city	
  tour,	
  six	
  are	
  bookstores:	
  
Nightbird	
  Books,	
  Fayetteville,	
  Ark.;	
  Barnes	
  &	
  Noble,	
  Baton	
  Rouge,	
  La.;	
  That	
  Bookstore	
  in	
  Blytheville,	
  Blytheville,	
  
Ark.;	
  Bookpeople,	
  Austin,	
  Tex.;	
  and	
  Anderson’s	
  Bookshop,	
  Naperville,	
  Ill.	
  More	
  bookstore	
  stops	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  
be	
  added	
  to	
  the	
  duo’s	
  2012	
  itinerary.	
  
	
  	
  
Lisa	
  Sharp,	
  the	
  owner	
  of	
  Nightbird	
  Books,	
  ordered	
  100	
  copies	
  of	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  and	
  
30	
  copies	
  of	
  My	
  Name	
  Is	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  before	
  the	
  September	
  12	
  performance	
  at	
  her	
  five-­‐year-­‐old	
  store.	
  "People	
  
love	
  this	
  duo	
  live,"	
  Roland	
  Stringer,	
  publisher	
  of	
  The	
  Secret	
  Mountain,	
  said,	
  adding	
  that	
  his	
  company	
  regularly	
  
tours	
  its	
  musician-­‐authors.	
  "This	
  is	
  the	
  best	
  way	
  to	
  market	
  this	
  book."	
  
	
  	
  
My	
  Name	
  Is	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  sold	
  nearly	
  1,200	
  copies	
  through	
  retail	
  outlets,	
  and	
  another	
  3,000	
  copies	
  from	
  the	
  stage	
  
at	
  concerts.	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  has	
  a	
  3,500	
  initial	
  print	
  run.	
  
	
  	
  
Other	
  performances	
  include	
  a	
  September	
  25	
  concert	
  billed	
  as	
  “A	
  Secret	
  Mountain	
  Celebration”	
  at	
  the	
  760-­‐seat	
  
Peter	
  Jay	
  Sharp	
  Theatre	
  Symphony	
  Space	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City,	
  where	
  the	
  duo	
  will	
  be	
  joined	
  by	
  fellow	
  singers	
  –	
  and	
  
Secret	
  Mountain	
  collaborators	
  –	
  	
  Michelle	
  Campagne,	
  Lucy	
  Kaplansky,	
  and	
  Connie	
  Kaldor.	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  
America	
  will	
  performing	
  selections	
  from	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important,	
  the	
  other	
  performers	
  will	
  tell	
  
stories	
  and	
  perform	
  selections	
  from	
  their	
  own	
  Secret	
  Mountain	
  releases.	
  
	
  	
  
Besides	
  the	
  two	
  storybook/music	
  CD	
  packages,	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America,	
  which	
  has	
  been	
  performing	
  since	
  1979,	
  
has	
  produced	
  20	
  music	
  albums	
  for	
  both	
  families	
  and	
  adults.	
  They’ve	
  been	
  nominated	
  four	
  times	
  for	
  a	
  Grammy	
  
Award	
  in	
  the	
  best	
  musical	
  album	
  for	
  children	
  category.	
  
	
  	
  
Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  by	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America,	
  illus.	
  by	
  Stephanie	
  Jorisch,	
  The	
  Secret	
  
Mountain,	
  $16.95	
  Sept.	
  ISBN	
  978-­‐2923163741	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

What’s going on

Today

å “No Hill For A Stepper” book

release party, 10:30 a.m.-12:30

p.m., Railroad and Heritage Mu-

seum, 315 W. Ave. B, Temple. Pro-

gram designed for children and

includes pony rides and ice cream.

For information, visit www.rrhm.org

or www.nohillforastepper.com.

å “No Hill For A Stepper” book

release party, 5:30 p.m., Railroad

and Heritage Museum, 315 W.

Ave. B, Temple. Program designed

for mature children and adults. Au-

thor Carolyn Dennis-Willingham will

lead a special presentation, fol-

lowed by a book signing. For infor-

mation, visit www.rrhm.org or

www.nohillforastepper.com.

å Hatha Yoga, 6:30-7:45 p.m.,

Salado Wine Seller, 841 N. Main

St., Salado. For information, call

254-947-8011 or visit www.salad

owinery.com.

å Singer/Songwriter’s circle,

6:30-9:30 p.m., The Springs Music

Hall, 212 Royal St., Salado. For in-

formation, call 254-947-5933 or

visit www.oldsaladospringsmu

sichall.com.

å Shorty Grisham and Friends,

6:30-9:30 p.m., Sammons Com-

munity Center, 2220 W. Ave D,

Temple. This event is for adults age

50 and older. $4 cover. For infor-

mation, call 254-298-5403.

å Request DJ and karaoke, 9

p.m., The Green Door on Second

Street, 12 S. Second St., Temple.

No cover; 21 and up. For informa-

tion, call 254-598-3497 or visit

www.greendoortemple.com.

Friday

å “Becky’s New Car,” 8 p.m.,

Temple Civic Theatre, 2314 S.

13th St., Temple. Tickets are $20

for adults; $10 for students. For in-

formation, visit www.ArtsTem

ple.com or call 254-778-4751.

å Beading with Dawn, 10 a.m.-

noon Fridays at the Harris Commu-

nity Center, 401 N. Alexander St.,

Belton. $20 per class or $115 for

all six classes. Must pre-register.

For information, call 254-933-

5861 or visit www.ci.belton.tx.us.

å Terry Taylor & Shilo, 9 p.m.-

1:30 a.m., Buckaroos Bar & Grill,

5001 Texas 95, Temple. No cover.

For information, call 254-773-

3939.

å Paul Cox, 6 p.m., The Springs

Restaurant, 212 Royal St., Salado.

For information, call 254-947-

5933 or visit www.oldsalado

springsmusichall.com.

å Midnight River Choir, 9 p.m.,

The Springs Music Hall, 212 Royal

St., Salado. $8 cover. For informa-

tion, call 254-947-5933 or visit

www.oldsaladospringsmusic

hall.com.

å No Brakes Karaoke by Kristen,

7-11 p.m., VFW Post No. 1820,

3302 Airport Road, Temple. For in-

formation, call 254-778-5450.

å “The 39 Steps,” 7:30 p.m., Sal-

ado Silver Spur Theater, 108 Royal

St., Salado. $15 for adults; $12 for

senior citizens, military personnel

and students with ID; $8 for chil-

dren age 12 and younger; group

rates are available. For informa-

tion, call 254-947-3456 or visit

www.saladosilverspurtheater.com.

å Justin Cole, 5:30-8:30 p.m.,

Clem Mikeska’s Bar-B-Q, 1217 S.

57th St., Temple. For information,

call 254-778-5481 or visit

www.clembbq.com.

å DJ Ray’s Tejano Night, 7:30

p.m., Puerto de Jalisco’s Mexican

Restaurant, 2906 General Bruce

Drive, Temple. For information, call

254-770-1450.

å Freddie Fuller and Greg Whit-

field, 7-10 p.m., The Gin in Belton,

219 S. East St., Belton. For infor-

mation, visit www.thegin.net.

å Sing-Along Piano Show, 9:30
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‘Stomp’ into Harker Heights tonight

TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

Tonight at the Twisted Wrench in

Harker Heights, The Von Ehrics will

be serving up country and gospel

with a Texas twist. Be prepared —

this ain’t your grandpa’s country and

it certainly isn’t grandma’s gospel.

Fusing punk, rock ’n’ roll, country

and gospel, The Von Ehrics have

taken their brand of music out of the

sticks and brought it to venues

across the U.S. for the last decade,

says frontman Robert Jason Vandy-

griff. 

Earlier this year, The Von Ehrics

released their fourth studio album,

“Two Foot Stomp.” Since its release

in mid-April, the band has been

touring coast-to-coast. For years, the

group had discussed putting together

a Texas tour to reach some smaller

markets, as well as the larger ones. 

“What we do comes from the

sticks,” Vandygriff said by phone on

Monday, “and it ended up in the

city.”

Earlier this month the Lone Star

Stomp tour began in Austin and the

tour rolls into Harker Heights today

at 9 p.m.

The video for “Lord I Pray” on the

website, www.vonehrics.com, is a

visual and musical glimpse at how

this band has captivated fans near

and far. It opens with a black gospel

choir singing the refrain a capella

before bursting into a feverish shuf-

fle.

“So much of what we do comes

from gospel,” Vandygriff said.

The Von Ehrics have played a few

private gigs in the area, and have

BY JORDAN OVERTURF

TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

One look at Trout Fishing in America

and it’s easy to see why kids and adults

have been hooked onto this band for

more than 30 years.

Keith Grimwood and Ezra Idlet will

bring their eclectic brand of music to

the Mary Alice Marshall Performing

Arts Center for two performances on

Saturday. The concerts are sponsored

by the Scott & White Humanities Se-

ries at Temple College. The 2:30 p.m.

show is geared toward kids and will be

about an hour long. The 7:30 p.m.

show is a bit longer and features songs

and music for adults. 

Grimwood and Idlet started playing

together in Houston when the two met

up in a band and began touring the

country. The band fell to pieces, and the

guitar and bass player were left in

Santa Cruz.

“Trout Fishing in America started as

a survival method,” Idlet said during a

conference call with Grimwood on

Tuesday. “We started with an open gui-

tar case on the street.”

In those days, both musicians learned

quickly that if they wanted to eat, they

had to be entertaining. Their songwrit-

ing skills grew sharp as the odd couple

began finding their way off the street

and into venues in 1979.

As life progressed, so did Trout Fish-

ing in America. Grimwood and Idlet

started families and with children

around, the inspiration for kid’s music

was abundant.

The idea for the youth-infused music

came when the duo was asked to per-

form at an elementary school. Neither

knew any songs for children, but gladly

put on a show for the class. The kids

loved it, and so did Grimwood and

Idlet.

In 1986, the first kid’s song, “Big

Trouble” was written and a slew of fan

favorites have followed.

Most recently, Trout Fishing in Amer-

ica released a children’s book,

“Chicken Joe Forgets Something Im-

portant,” which includes a CD filled

with songs about the book and an

audio-book recording for kids to follow

along. The book features Chicken Joe,

a cat that sleeps in the chicken coop,

Miss Kitty the dog, King Kong the

parakeet and other humorous animals.

The Saturday afternoon show will

feature songs from the Chicken Joe

CD, as well as other Trout Fishing in

America favorites like “18 Wheels on

a Big Rig,” “My Hair Had A Party Last

Night” and more.

Grimwood said he likes the uncen-

sored responses from kids during the

shows.

What will

you do in

the end?

BY PATRICIA BENOIT 

TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

The late Steve Jobs remarked

after his cancer diagnosis, “Re-

membering that I’ll be dead

soon is the most important tool

I’ve ever encountered to help

me make the big choices in

life.”

Everything falls away and

leaves “only what is truly im-

portant,” he said. 

Jo Myers, author and Denver,

Colo., radio personality, will

speak twice at a special pro-

gram presented by the Founda-

tion of the Temple Public

Library through a grant from

VistaCare Hospice Foundation. 

Author of “Good to Go: a

Guide for Preparing for the End

of Life” (Sterling Publishing,

2010), Myers has compiled ad-

vice for baby boomers dealing

with aging parents and their

own “next stages” of life. 

Her talks are scheduled for

today at 7 p.m. and Friday at

10:30 a.m. in McLane Room on

the library’s third floor. 

She feels uniquely qualified to

talk about her subject — her

grandfather was an undertaker

and she has had a longtime fas-

cination with cemeteries. And

she has dealt with issues first-

hand, beginning with her recent

diagnosis and treatment for

breast cancer. 

Gone Trout Fishing

Please see WH ’S GOING ON, 3D

If you go

W The Von Ehrics

Whe Today, 9 p.m.-1 a.m.

Where Twisted Wrench Sa-

loon, 524 E. Veterans Memo-

rial Blvd., Harker Heights

For information, call the

Twisted Wrench Saloon at

254-953-0208.

The Von Ehrics bringing own brand of country/punk to Twisted Wrench

Please see THE VON EHRICS, 3D

Scott & White 

series welcomes

award-winning

duo to TC stage

If you go

W Trout Fishing in America

Wha Concert for kids and adults

Whe Saturday at 2:30 p.m. and

7:30 p.m.

Where: Mary Alice Marshall Perform-

ing Arts Center, 2600 S. First St.,

Temple

ets: The afternoon concert is free

to the public, however, tickets are

still required. Cost for the evening

show is $10 for adults and $5 for

students.

For information, call 254-298-8555

or visit www.templejc.edu.

What are they like?

Because Trout Fishing in

America has such an eclec-

tic mix of styles, the band

held a contest one year to

see if fans could describe

the band in six words. The

closest one fan could come

was describing it as “music

for people who take their

fun seriously.” 

To find out more, visit the

band’s website at

www.troutmusic.com.

Please see TROUT FISHING, 3D

Author offers advice

on end-of-life 

preparations at book

discussion tonight

If  you go

Who: Author Jo Myers

speaking on her book “Good

to Go: a Guide for Preparing

for the End of Life”

When: Today at 7 p.m.; and

10:30 a.m. Friday

Where: Temple Public Li-

brary, McLane Room, third

floor

Please see ‘GOOD TO GO’, 2D

BELL COUNTY EXPOSITION CENTER

for info call: 933-5353 or visit www.bellcountyexpo.com

!!!!!!!!!!! The Center of it ALL! !!!!!!!!!!!

Holiday Classic

Nov. 12-13

! Join our “First to Know” by texting

Expo to 89686

Mark Chesnutt, 
Earl T. Conley 

& Glen Templeton

Oct. 22

29-30 SW Donkey & Mule Show

November

4-6 Capitol Dog Training Club

5-6 Sami Arts & Crafts Show

5-6 Dogz Rule Flyball Tournament

5 OneMR Presents

WODapalooza

10 1-9 Calvary ball

12-13 Holiday Classic

12-13 City Wide Garage Sale

October

15 Best in Texas Canine

15 Belton Class of ‘81 Reunion

15 4-H Hunter Spectacular

15-16 Smart Club Merchandise Sale

18 Lamb & Goat Validation

18 Jail Ministry Banquet

20-21 Stephenville Kennel Club

22 Concert - Mark Chesnutt, Earl T.

Conley & Glen Templeton

22-23 Bell County Kennel Club

24 Lamb & Goat Validation

27 Central Texas Christian School

28 Centex Beef Symposium

City Wide Garage Sale

Nov. 12-13



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
å Sing-Along Piano Show,

9:30 p.m., The Green Door on

Second Street, 12 S. Second

St., Temple. $5 cover; 21 and

up. For information, call 254-

598-3497 or visit www.green

doortemple.com.

Saturday

å Belton Market Days, 8

a.m.-5 p.m., buying, selling

and trading in downtown Bel-

ton. Every third Saturday of the

month.

å “Becky’s New Car,” 8 p.m.,

Temple Civic Theatre, 2314 S.

13th St., Temple. Tickets are

$20 for adults; $10 for stu-

dents. For information, visit

www.ArtsTemple.com or call

254-778-4751.

å Trout Fishing in America,

2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., Mary

Alice Marshall Performing Arts

Center on the Temple College

campus, 2600 S. First St.,

Temple. First concert is geared

toward kids; second is family-

friendly. Tickets to the evening

concert are $10 for adults; $5

for students. Reserved tickets

(no cost) are required for the

early show. For information,

call 254-298-8555 or visit

www.templejc.edu.

å Archeology Month celebra-

tions, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Bell

County Museum, 201 N. Main

St., Belton. For information,

call 254-933-5243 or visit

www.bellcountymuseum.org.

å Bruceville-Eddy VFD an-

nual fish fry, 11 a.m.,

Bruceville-Eddy Volunteer Fire

Department, 143 Wilcox Drive,

Bruceville-Eddy. $8 per plate;

take-out available. For infor-

mation, call Ron Engelke at

254-859-5588.

å Richard Paul Thomas,

6:30-9:30 p.m., Rising Star

Winery, 110 N. Main St., Sal-

ado.

å Back Creek, 9 p.m.-1:30

a.m., Buckaroos Bar & Grill,

5001 Texas 95, Temple. $8

cover. For information, call

254-773-3939.

å Clay Jeffrey Band, 9 p.m.,

The Springs Music Hall, 212

Royal St., Salado. $5 cover.

For information, call 254-947-

5933 or visit www.oldsalado

springsmusichall.com.

å The Red Ravens Dance

Band, 7-11 p.m., Seaton Star

Hall, 10842 E. Texas 53,

Seaton. Don’t miss the draw-

ing for Czech baked goods. For

information, call 254-984-

2255.

å Ed Kopecky and the Fun

Time Czech Band, 6-10 p.m.,

VFW Post No. 1820, 3302 Air-

port Road, Temple. $7 cover;

open to the public. For infor-

mation, call the hall at 254-

778-0838 or call Merle La

Pointe at 254-760-3096.

å “The 39 Steps,” 7:30 p.m.,

Salado Silver Spur Theater,

108 Royal St., Salado. $15 for

adults; $12 for senior citizens,

military personnel and stu-

dents with ID; $8 for children

age 12 and younger; and

group rates are available. For

information, call 254-947-

3456 or visit www.saladosilver

spurtheater.com.

å Silver Star Karaoke featur-

ing Doug & Joe Maddux, 8-11

p.m., Corona’s De Oro, 2609

S. 37th St., Temple. No cover.

For information, call 771-

3695.

å John L. Friesner with

Tommy Rankin, 6-9 p.m.,

Molly’s Deli, 20 E. Ave. A, Tem-

ple.

Sunday

å Jerry Haisler and the

Melody 5, 6-10 p.m., Tom Sef-

cik Hall, 800 Seaton Road,

Seaton. 

å “Becky’s New Car,” 2:30

p.m., Temple Civic Theatre,

2314 S. 13th St., Temple. Tick-

ets are $20 for adults; $10 for

students. For information, visit

www.ArtsTemple.com or call

254-778-4751.

å Danny Funderburk & The

MasterPeace Quartet, 6 p.m.,

First Cedar Valley Baptist

Church, 12237 FM 2843, Sal-

ado. 

Tuesday

å Hatha Yoga, 6:30-7:45

p.m., Salado Wine Seller, 841

N. Main St., Salado. For infor-

mation, call 254-947-8011 or

visit www.saladowinery.com.

Wednesday

å Culpepper & Merriweather

Circus, 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.,

Academy Middle School, 501

E. Main Street, Little River-

Academy. Advance tickets are

$9 for adults and $6 for chil-

dren ages 2-12; tickets at the

gate are $12 and $7 respec-

tively. For information, visit

www.cmcircus.com.

å “Tinctures, Tonics, and

Patent Medicines: A History of

Commercialized Quackery” by

Dr. Ned Heindel from Lehigh

University, 7:30 p.m., Brindley

Auditorium in the York Sci-

ence Center on the UMHB

Campus. This conference is

presented by the Heart O’

Texas Section of the American

Chemical Society. It is free

and open to the public. For in-

formation, send an email to

Paul Primrose at paul_prim

rose@baylor.edu.

Thursday, Oct. 20

å “Becky’s New Car,” 8 p.m.,

Temple Civic Theatre, 2314 S.

13th St., Temple. Tickets are

$20 for adults; $10 for stu-

dents. For information, visit

www.ArtsTemple.com or call

254-778-4751.
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What’s going on
Continued from 1D

“Kids haven’t learned to be po-

lite. If they like it, they really like

it … I love the honesty of the re-

sponse.”

Idlet said adults and kids have

their own responses, while he

and his cohort act as instigators

regardless of the audience’s age.

For the grownups, Trout Fish-

ing in America will play songs

from their more adult-themed al-

bums, including 2010’s

“Lookin’ at Lucky.” The evening

set on Saturday will feature gui-

tar solos and material that is re-

latable to adults.

“You wouldn’t put a song

about love in a kids’ show,” Idlet

said.

And whether the lyrics are for

kids or adults, one thing is for

sure: The music is fun, exciting

and accessible to everyone. 

“If you play a lot of music in

your house, then [your children]

will grow up with an apprecia-

tion for it,” Idlet said.

All the music is family-

friendly, and Trout Fishing in

America encourages parents and

kids to enjoy live music.

“When I was a kid and I saw

live music for the first time it

was so powerful,” Grimwood

said. “The response from hearing

live music is different.”

For Grimwood, that first expe-

rience was seeing a symphony.

Idlet, growing up in Houston, re-

calls his mother dropping him

and his siblings off at a biker bar

one night to see Lightnin’ Hop-

kins perform.

Perhaps for your children, this

Saturday’s Trout Fishing in

America concert could be ce-

mented in their memories. It’s

certainly a lot safer than a biker

bar.

joverturf@tdtnews.com

Trout Fishing
Continued from 1D

fans in Temple and Belton that

make the trek to Dallas or

Austin to see them perform.

Tonight’s show in Harker

Heights, though, will be the

first time the band has been in-

troduced publically in this neck

of the woods.

The Dallas-based band was

formed in 2000 with Vandy-

griff on guitar and vocals, Gabe

Aguilar on drums, Paul “Santi”

Vaden on bass and Clayton

Mills on lead guitar.

Vandygriff and the rest of the

group, who hail from all cor-

ners of Texas, grew up listen-

ing to country music in their

early years and punk music

during adolescence. 

The Von Ehrics ensemble was

created, Vandygriff said, in

order to make music for his

peers. The end result is fast

paced-country with a gospel

feel, landing somewhere in the

weird space between rockabilly

and psychobilly. It’s a too punk

for country and too country for

punk — the dichotomy is deli-

cious and gets your foot tap-

ping, if not stomping. Of

course, that’s what you would

come to expect from a band

named after a Texas wrestling

family.

According to a reviewer for

the Dallas Observer, The Von

Ehrics sound “like The Re-

placements in their prime,

mixed with the old school cow-

punk of The Gun Club; Vandy-

griff and his buddies show no

signs of slowing down or let-

ting up as they stake their claim

to being the best punk band,

cow- or otherwise, in Dallas.”

joverturf@tdtnews.com

The Von Ehrics
Continued from 1D

HINTS FROM HELOISE

A recipe for furniture

cleaner

Dear Heloise: Would you

please print your mother’s

recipe for furniture cleaner? It

works so great! — Lynne B., via

email

You will need the following

ingredients:

1/3 cup of vinegar

1/3 cup of turpentine

1/3 cup of boiled linseed oil

Mix all three ingredients to-

gether in a glass jar with a lid

that is clearly labeled with the

ingredients. Use a soft cloth

dampened with the mixture

and rub over the furniture. Af-

terward, polish with a clean

cloth. Caution: Do not use this

mixture on lacquered furniture

or antique pieces. 

Note: Make sure you buy lin-

seed oil that is labeled as

“boiled.” Do not boil it yourself

because it is HIGHLY FLAM-

MABLE. Also, remember to

label the cleaner for storage,

and keep out of reach of small

children and pets. — Heloise

Energy savings

I have two en-

ergy-saving hints for you:

å Save money by turning

the dishwasher off BEFORE

the drying cycle starts. Dishes

can air-dry, and you can save

some on your electric bill.

å I hang laundry outside (if

weather permits) or inside,

until almost dry. Then I put it

in the dryer to fluff and take

out any stubborn wrinkles.

This is especially good for

towels and jeans. 

Elastic fix

My problem is

that the elastic on my slacks

became loose and stretched

out. They used to fit, but I

have lost a little weight, and

now they are too loose on me.

Is there any way to fix the

elastic or do something to the

waist so that it will be tighter?

There is a fix, and it’s quite

simple! Start by pulling out all

of the stitches that surround

the waistband. Make a small

slit in a side seam and re-

move the old elastic.

Buy new, non-roll elastic.

Measure your waist, and cut a

new piece of elastic approxi-

mately 2 inches shorter than

your current waist measure-

ment. Be careful not to pull

on the elastic while measur-

ing it.

With a safety pin attached to

one end of the elastic, feed it

through the slit around the

waistband until it comes out

the other end. Stitch the ends

together and then sew back

up the slit that you originally

cut. Your pants are now ready

to wear again! 

Egg salad

I don’t bake,

so I don’t know why I bought a

pastry cutter. I do like egg

salad and other things con-

taining chopped eggs, and I

discovered that putting the

hard-cooked eggs in a bowl

and chopping them up with

the pastry cutter is easy. —

ANNIE’S MAILBOX

Upset about a name

A few years back,

my father, “Peter,” died after a

long and awful illness. Within a

year of his death, my best

friend decided to adopt a dog.

She told me she was naming

the dog after a character in one

of her favorite TV shows,

“Peter.” 

I was surprised by her choice,

especially since it’s not a com-

mon name for a pet. It appar-

ently didn’t occur to her that it

might make me uncomfortable.

At the time, I didn’t say any-

thing, fearing it would seem

self-involved and overly sensi-

tive of me. However, when my

mother heard about the dog’s

name, she was quite offended.

My brother was also not happy

about a dog sharing a name

with a beloved family member

so soon after his death. 

I find that I still resent my

friend’s choice. Too much time

has passed for me to say any-

thing now, but I am wondering

whether we are right to be un-

happy about this. Was it inap-

propriate for my friend to give

her dog the same name as my

recently deceased father? Or is

this OK since she claims to be

naming it after a completely dif-

ferent person? 

Did your

friend address your father by

his first name? If not, the con-

nection may not have been as

obvious to her as it was to you.

Or you could choose to believe

that she was trying to honor

your dad. And of course, it’s

equally possible that she is

simply obtuse and insensitive.

People can name their pets

what they wish, and you can’t

help how you feel about it.

However, since this still bothers

you after so many years, you

may as well mention how much

it upset you. We suspect she

hasn’t a clue. 

End of communication

Two of my mar-

ried children have been in a

feud for more than three

years. It started with com-

ments made about one of

their children and has accel-

erated to the point where

one won’t attend a family

function if the other is there.

Now it is spreading to my

other children, who refuse to

be in the same room with

feuding people. It breaks my

heart. 

My husband and I arranged

a family dinner where we

suggested everyone simply

forgive each other, but it did-

n’t work. We have written let-

ters and talked to our

children individually. We even

postponed our family reunion

because so many of them

weren’t going to attend and I

couldn’t handle it myself. 

I do not know what to do

and would appreciate any

suggestions. 

What a

shame that your children

cannot appreciate their sib-

ling relationships enough to

put this aside. Unfortunately,

such feuds can take on a life

of their own, making reconcil-

iation harder as time passes.

Everyone loses. Ask if any of

the children would agree to

seek family counseling with

you. Those who are willing

could benefit, and it will help

you develop better coping

skills. Continue to see your

children individually, and oc-

casionally remind them of

the good times they had to-

gether when they were

younger. Regretfully, there is

only so much you can do in

such a situation.

Hilton Garden Inn

Amy Winters

Temple High School



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trout	
  Book/CD	
  Features	
  Farm	
  Life	
  
BY 	
   K A TH Y 	
   O ' CONNE L L 	
  

	
  
Mark	
  Sept.	
  6	
  as	
  a	
  happy	
  day	
  with	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America’s	
  
release	
  of	
  the	
  second	
  entry	
  in	
  their	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  book/CD	
  
series,	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important.	
  	
  The	
  title	
  
sums	
  up	
  the	
  plot.	
  

As	
  their	
  first	
  kid	
  fans	
  become	
  parents	
  themselves,	
  Trout	
  fishes	
  
for	
  new	
  generations	
  of	
  listeners	
  with	
  this	
  series	
  about	
  the	
  
exploits	
  of	
  Chicken	
  Joe,	
  “the	
  cat	
  who	
  sleeps	
  in	
  the	
  henhouse.”	
  

The	
  tale	
  is	
  told	
  in	
  upbeat	
  new	
  songs	
  about	
  “Rock	
  and	
  Roll	
  Roosters”	
  and	
  a	
  “C-­‐A-­‐T	
  in	
  the	
  
H-­‐E-­‐N	
  House.”	
  None	
  of	
  songs	
  depends	
  upon	
  the	
  book	
  or	
  a	
  knowledge	
  of	
  farm	
  animals,	
  
but	
  the	
  modernistic	
  drawings	
  of	
  old-­‐fashioned	
  farm	
  life	
  enhance	
  Trout’s	
  usual	
  
combination	
  of	
  great	
  music	
  and	
  fun	
  lyrics.	
  

Humans	
  and	
  cats	
  may	
  wish	
  for	
  “16	
  or	
  17	
  Hours	
  of	
  Sleep,”	
  sung	
  to	
  a	
  punk	
  rock	
  beat	
  that	
  
defies	
  slumber.	
  I	
  enjoyed	
  the	
  bluegrass	
  air	
  of	
  “Through	
  the	
  Pines”	
  and	
  a	
  pretty	
  
guitar/violin	
  mix	
  in	
  the	
  sweet	
  silly	
  “The	
  Fish	
  Swim	
  Backwards	
  in	
  the	
  Sky.”	
  Bluesy	
  funk	
  is	
  
the	
  genre	
  for	
  “Hello,	
  My	
  Chicken	
  Thinks	
  He’s	
  a	
  Dog.”	
  

There	
  are	
  lots	
  of	
  danceable	
  tunes	
  and	
  not	
  a	
  lullaby	
  in	
  the	
  bunch.	
  The	
  range	
  of	
  styles	
  and	
  
the	
  brilliance	
  of	
  their	
  playing	
  makes	
  this	
  another	
  winner	
  by	
  my	
  favorite	
  band.	
  And	
  the	
  
real-­‐life	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  cat.	
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BOOK	
  
REVIEW:	
  
Chicken	
  Joe	
  

Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  by	
  
Trout	
  Fishing	
  In	
  America	
  

 
Chicken	
  Joe	
  is	
  back	
  in	
  the	
  delightful	
  new	
  storybook-­‐music	
  CD,	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important.	
  
	
  

Chicken	
  Joe,	
  is	
  caught	
  up	
  in	
  a	
  new	
  adventure.	
  This	
  time,	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  awakens	
  to	
  realize	
  that	
  
he's	
  forgotten	
  something	
  kind	
  of	
  important.	
  But,	
  what	
  could	
  it	
  be?	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  sets	
  off	
  to	
  
solve	
  this	
  mystery.	
  Along	
  the	
  way	
  he	
  meets	
  up	
  with	
  various	
  friends	
  who	
  are	
  planning	
  
something	
  memorable,	
  but	
  are	
  keeping	
  this	
  inside	
  secret	
  from	
  their	
  good	
  friend—it's	
  a	
  big	
  
happy	
  birthday	
  to	
  Chicken	
  Joe!	
  What	
  he	
  doesn't	
  know	
  is	
  that	
  his	
  friends	
  have	
  planned	
  a	
  big	
  
surprise	
  birthday	
  party	
  in	
  his	
  honor.	
  
	
  

Come	
  and	
  celebrate	
  with	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  and	
  some	
  of	
  his	
  good	
  friends.	
  This	
  entertaining	
  title	
  is	
  packed	
  with	
  twelve	
  
new	
  songs	
  on	
  the	
  supplemental	
  CD,	
  sung	
  by	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America.	
  Dance	
  to	
  fun	
  tracks	
  like,	
  "16	
  or	
  17	
  Hours	
  
of	
  Sleep"	
  and	
  "C-­‐A-­‐T	
  in	
  the	
  H-­‐E-­‐N	
  House".	
  Also,	
  check	
  out	
  our	
  earlier	
  title,	
  My	
  Name	
  is	
  Chicken	
  Joe,	
  also	
  written	
  
and	
  performed	
  by	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America.	
  
There	
  is	
  nothing	
  I	
  can	
  say	
  that	
  is	
  wrong	
  with	
  this	
  book/CD	
  combo,	
  it	
  is	
  an	
  excellent	
  addition	
  to	
  any	
  library.	
  	
  The	
  
music	
  is	
  wonderful,	
  the	
  story	
  is	
  delightful	
  and	
  the	
  illustrations	
  by	
  Stephanie	
  Jorisch	
  are	
  just	
  a	
  perfect	
  blend	
  of	
  
colour	
  and	
  magic.	
  
	
  
I	
  loved	
  how	
  all	
  of	
  Chicken	
  Joe's	
  worked	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  memorable	
  day	
  for	
  Chicken	
  Joe.	
  	
  The	
  thought	
  of	
  a	
  cat	
  named	
  
Chicken	
  Joe	
  who	
  lives	
  in	
  a	
  hen	
  house	
  is	
  hilarious	
  and	
  then	
  there's	
  the	
  dog	
  named,	
  "Miss	
  Kitty".	
  	
  The	
  whole	
  
premise	
  of	
  the	
  characters	
  are	
  charming,	
  the	
  story	
  has	
  purpose	
  with	
  wondrous	
  results	
  and	
  a	
  happy	
  ending	
  is	
  to	
  
be	
  found	
  by	
  all.	
  I	
  loved	
  the	
  music	
  on	
  the	
  CD,	
  it's	
  kind	
  of	
  a	
  rock'n'roll	
  folk	
  sound	
  that	
  keeps	
  your	
  toes	
  a'tappin'	
  and	
  
your	
  fingers	
  a'snappin'.	
  	
  My	
  kids	
  and	
  I	
  boogied	
  around	
  the	
  room	
  on	
  a	
  few	
  of	
  the	
  more	
  happening	
  tunes,	
  like	
  
"Rock'n'Roll	
  Roosters"	
  and	
  "You've	
  Got	
  A	
  Funny	
  Name",	
  which	
  has	
  a	
  country	
  twang	
  to	
  the	
  tune.	
  	
  My	
  kids	
  said	
  to	
  
tell	
  everyone	
  to	
  go	
  and	
  get	
  this	
  for	
  their	
  collection,	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  book	
  with	
  awesome	
  music.	
  
	
  
I	
  would	
  give	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  a	
  five	
  out	
  of	
  five	
  stars.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  original	
  in	
  content	
  and	
  has	
  
many	
  hilarious	
  antics	
  and	
  songs.	
  	
  My	
  children	
  love	
  it	
  and	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  played	
  numerous	
  times	
  over!	
  	
  With	
  six	
  
thumbs	
  up,	
  how	
  can	
  you	
  go	
  wrong??	
  
	
  
www.creatingchildhoodmemories.com	
  

	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Chicken Joe, a very sleepy cat living on a farm, wakes up one morning, knowing that he 
forgot something important. He doesn’t get much help from the other animals he encounters 
along the way that morning and eventually falls asleep, without breakfast, in an empty house. 
 

Chicken Joe Forgets Something Important isn’t just a book, there’s 
also an audio CD included, which doesn’t stop with the narrated story, 
but adds some rock and roll music based on the story, providing 
twelve tracks in total. The book/CD was co-produced by Trout Music 
and Secret Mountain Publishing. The songs are performed by Keith 
Grimwood and Ezra Idlet, the duo who make up Trout Fishing in 
America. (Find out more about the book by visiting Trout Fishing in 
America's website.) The book is hardcover and features lovely full 
color drawings by Stéphane Jorish that are very pleasing to the eye 

and attractive for the little ones. 
 
My daughter loves the book — which she calls "kitchen Joe" — and wants to take it in the car 
whenever we go out for a drive, so she can listen to the CD and go through the book (which is 
a lovely way to have her stay in the seat!). The music is very upbeat and invites us to dance 
and sing along. The only downside for me is that the narrator has a very strong, stereotypical 
American accent; but this doesn’t seem to bother my daughter. Whereas it bothers me in the 
narration, it does go very well with the accompanying music. 
 
I would certainly recommend this book for kids who like narrated books and catchy songs. 
 
www.authenticparenting.info 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

	
  

	
  

I	
  LOVE	
  this	
  new	
  book	
  and	
  cd	
  combo.	
  I	
  take	
  my	
  job	
  as	
  a	
  classroom	
  reader	
  for	
  my	
  
children’s	
  classes	
  quite	
  seriously.	
  I	
  seek	
  out	
  ridiculously	
  fun	
  books	
  and	
  songs.	
  I	
  want	
  
these	
  kids	
  to	
  love	
  to	
  read	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  I	
  do,	
  and	
  to	
  see	
  how	
  fun	
  it	
  can	
  be.	
  Hey,	
  it’s	
  a	
  tough	
  
job	
  but	
  somebody’s	
  gotta	
  do	
  it.	
  

Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America	
  is	
  a	
  first	
  rate	
  musical	
  group	
  for	
  the	
  kindie	
  set.	
  Now,	
  they	
  can	
  add	
  authors	
  to	
  
their	
  belt	
  as	
  well.	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  is	
  lovable,	
  silly	
  and	
  not	
  a	
  chicken!	
  Your	
  kids	
  (and	
  their	
  classmates)	
  will	
  
love	
  the	
  story	
  and	
  the	
  accompanying	
  songs	
  about	
  the	
  cat	
  named	
  Chicken	
  Joe.	
  

You	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  hit	
  of	
  the	
  elementary	
  school	
  set.	
  No	
  doubt.	
  Your	
  adoring	
  fans	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  wait	
  
until	
  next	
  week.	
  
	
  
www.minivanblues.com 
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The	
  new	
  CD/	
  book	
  “Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important,”	
  is	
  the	
  sequel	
  to	
  the	
  award-­‐winning	
  “My	
  Name	
  is	
  
Chicken	
  Joe.”	
  The	
  hard	
  cover	
  story	
  book	
  and	
  accompanying	
  CD	
  is	
  a	
  cute	
  Christmas	
  idea	
  for	
  your	
  little	
  ones.	
  
Christmas	
  may	
  be	
  a	
  few	
  months	
  away,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  to	
  early	
  to	
  begin	
  shopping.	
  

	
  
Chicken	
  Joe,	
  the	
  cat	
  who	
  sleeps	
  in	
  the	
  hen	
  house,	
  is	
  happily	
  dreaming	
  about	
  rock	
  and	
  roll.	
  A	
  
rooster’s	
  raucous	
  crow	
  wakes	
  him	
  up	
  way	
  too	
  early.	
  Everyone	
  on	
  the	
  farm	
  knows	
  today	
  is	
  a	
  
special	
  day,	
  but	
  in	
  his	
  sleepy	
  morning	
  haze,	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  can’t	
  remember	
  just	
  what	
  it	
  is.	
  Even	
  
Joe’s	
  best	
  friend,	
  a	
  city	
  dog	
  named	
  Miss	
  Kitty,	
  won’t	
  tell	
  him.	
  Find	
  out	
  why	
  this	
  is	
  Chicken	
  Joe’s	
  
big	
  day	
  in	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important,	
  the	
  latest	
  book-­‐and-­‐CD	
  release	
  from	
  The	
  
Secret	
  Mountain.	
  
	
  

The	
  Secret	
  Mountain	
  is	
  known	
  for	
  their	
  book	
  and	
  audio	
  CD	
  combinations,	
  and	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  
Important	
  by	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  In	
  America	
  is	
  not	
  to	
  be	
  missed.	
  
	
  
Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  offers	
  gentle	
  messages	
  about	
  friendship	
  and	
  forgetfulness.	
  After	
  all,	
  
cats	
  who	
  need	
  16	
  or	
  17	
  hours	
  of	
  sleep	
  each	
  day	
  are	
  bound	
  to	
  miss	
  a	
  few	
  things	
  going	
  on	
  in	
  the	
  barnyard.	
  They	
  
need	
  a	
  little	
  help	
  from	
  their	
  friends.	
  The	
  new	
  story,	
  written	
  and	
  spryly	
  narrated	
  by	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America’s	
  
Keith	
  Grimwood	
  and	
  Ezra	
  Idlet	
  spoken-­‐word	
  tale	
  is	
  followed	
  with	
  11	
  great	
  songs.	
  
	
  
Children	
  will	
  love	
  the	
  fully	
  illustrated	
  story	
  book	
  that	
  mom	
  can	
  read	
  to	
  them	
  while	
  they	
  enjoy	
  listening	
  to	
  the	
  
songs.	
  	
  Stephanie	
  Jorisch	
  has	
  done	
  a	
  fantastic	
  job	
  illustrating	
  the	
  book.	
  
The	
  characters	
  in	
  the	
  story	
  and	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  songs	
  were	
  inspired	
  by	
  real	
  people	
  and	
  animals	
  in	
  Ezra	
  and	
  Keith’s	
  lives.	
  
The	
  song	
  “Hello,	
  My	
  Chicken	
  Thinks	
  He’s	
  a	
  Dog”	
  was	
  written	
  during	
  a	
  workshop	
  with	
  6th	
  graders	
  in	
  their	
  home	
  
state	
  of	
  Arkansas.	
  
	
  
I	
  enjoyed	
  the	
  bluegrass	
  air	
  of	
  “Through	
  the	
  Pines.”	
  Rock	
  and	
  Roll	
  Roosters	
  	
  will	
  have	
  you-­‐your	
  children	
  up	
  
dancing.	
  The	
  songs	
  on	
  this	
  disc	
  go	
  from	
  Rock-­‐and-­‐Roll,	
  to	
  Country,	
  to	
  Blue-­‐Grass	
  and	
  more.	
  	
  The	
  songs	
  are	
  
wonderful	
  for	
  children	
  to	
  dance	
  and	
  jump	
  around	
  to.	
  Each	
  song	
  gives	
  you	
  a	
  little	
  peak	
  into	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  
and	
  his	
  friends.	
  Each	
  song	
  is	
  delivered	
  with	
  such	
  enthusiasm.	
  The	
  CD	
  runs	
  for	
  38	
  minutes.	
  
 
www.todays-­‐woman.net	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Hooked	
  On	
  Fun	
  
	
  
Thursday,	
  September	
  15,	
  2011	
  	
  	
  
By	
  Scott	
  Smith	
  TIMES	
  RECORD	
  	
  	
  
	
  
A	
  northwest	
  Arkansas-­‐based	
  duo	
  will	
  blend	
  education	
  and	
  humor	
  with	
  memorable	
  lyrics	
  and	
  
arrangements	
  in	
  an	
  effort	
  to	
  reel	
  in	
  new	
  fans	
  in	
  Alma	
  next	
  month.	
  

	
  
The	
  Grammy	
  Award-­‐nominated	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America	
  will	
  perform	
  songs	
  for	
  
children,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  their	
  parents,	
  grandparents	
  and	
  other	
  relatives,	
  at	
  7:30	
  p.m.	
  
Oct.	
  6	
  at	
  the	
  Alma	
  Performing	
  Arts	
  Center,	
  103	
  E.	
  Main	
  St.	
  in	
  Alma.	
  Singer-­‐bassist	
  
Keith	
  Grimwood	
  said	
  he	
  and	
  singer-­‐guitarist	
  Ezra	
  Idlet	
  will	
  come	
  armed	
  with	
  
guitar,	
  bass	
  and	
  two	
  sincere,	
  long-­‐lasting	
  smiles.	
  
	
  
“The	
  kids	
  we	
  play	
  for,	
  they	
  are	
  fabulous,”	
  said	
  Grimwood	
  during	
  a	
  recent	
  

telephone	
  interview.	
  “Kids	
  are	
  so	
  honest,	
  and	
  it’s	
  great	
  when	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  their	
  faces	
  light	
  up	
  when	
  we	
  
play.”	
  
	
  
Nominated	
  for	
  four	
  Grammy	
  Awards,	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America	
  was	
  recently	
  called	
  “the	
  Lennon	
  and	
  
McCartney	
  of	
  kids’	
  music”	
  by	
  National	
  Public	
  Radio,	
  a	
  proclamation	
  that	
  humbles	
  and	
  intimidates	
  
Grimwood.	
  
	
  
“That’s	
  a	
  very	
  nice	
  quote,	
  but	
  that’s	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  pressure,	
  too,”	
  he	
  said	
  with	
  a	
  laugh.	
  “I	
  can	
  see	
  the	
  
reference	
  in	
  that	
  John	
  Lennon	
  and	
  Paul	
  McCartney	
  were	
  a	
  team	
  —	
  those	
  guys	
  did	
  better	
  together	
  as	
  a	
  
team	
  than	
  apart.	
  Ezra	
  and	
  I	
  are	
  a	
  songwriting	
  team,	
  and	
  we	
  connect	
  with	
  those	
  kids.	
  And	
  with	
  kids	
  in	
  
the	
  audience	
  are	
  parents,	
  and	
  the	
  parents	
  seem	
  to	
  like	
  the	
  music,	
  as	
  well.”	
  
	
  
Trout	
  Fishing	
  also	
  is	
  touring	
  to	
  promote	
  its	
  new	
  children’s	
  book,	
  “Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  
Important,”	
  which	
  is	
  published	
  by	
  the	
  Canadian	
  company,	
  The	
  Secret	
  Mountain.	
  The	
  book	
  features	
  
artwork	
  by	
  Stephane	
  Jorisch	
  and	
  includes	
  a	
  compact	
  disc	
  with	
  11	
  new	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  songs.	
  
	
  
“Chicken	
  Joe	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  real,	
  live	
  cat,”	
  Grimwood	
  said.	
  “Chicken	
  Joe	
  is	
  my	
  cat,	
  and	
  he	
  is	
  a	
  cat	
  who,	
  as	
  
a	
  kitten,	
  would	
  sleep	
  with	
  the	
  hens.	
  We	
  would	
  look	
  for	
  him	
  in	
  the	
  morning,	
  because	
  on	
  the	
  mountain	
  
here	
  in	
  Prairie	
  Grove,	
  it	
  gets	
  cold.	
  But	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  would	
  be	
  sleeping	
  with	
  the	
  hens	
  because	
  hens	
  are	
  
warm.”	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  book,	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  sequel	
  to	
  Trout	
  Fishing’s	
  “My	
  Name	
  is	
  Chicken	
  Joe,”	
  also	
  includes	
  Chicken	
  Joe’s	
  
best	
  friend,	
  a	
  dog	
  named	
  Miss	
  Kitty.	
  The	
  uniquely	
  named	
  dog	
  is	
  modeled	
  after	
  Ezra’s	
  mother’s	
  dog.	
  



	
  
“She	
  said	
  she	
  thought	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  funny	
  to	
  say,	
  ‘Kitty	
  Kitty,’	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  dog	
  run	
  up,	
  so	
  she	
  did,”	
  
Grimwood	
  said	
  while	
  laughing.	
  “That	
  shows	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  what	
  you	
  are,	
  no	
  matter	
  what	
  you	
  are	
  called.”	
  
In	
  the	
  story,	
  Chicken	
  Joe’s	
  peaceful	
  sleep	
  with	
  the	
  hens	
  is	
  disrupted	
  by	
  the	
  rattling	
  calls	
  of	
  nearby	
  
roosters,	
  who	
  are	
  called	
  “Rockin’	
  Roosters,”	
  he	
  said.	
  
	
  
“I	
  learned	
  when	
  I	
  moved	
  here	
  from	
  the	
  city	
  that	
  roosters	
  don’t	
  go	
  cock-­‐a-­‐doodle-­‐doo;	
  the	
  roosters	
  I	
  
heard	
  would	
  sit	
  on	
  trees	
  and	
  yell,	
  ‘Rock	
  and	
  roll!’”	
  Grimwood	
  said.	
  “So	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  is	
  woken	
  by	
  these	
  
Rockin’	
  Roosters	
  and	
  he	
  says,	
  ‘Don’t	
  these	
  guys	
  realize	
  that	
  cats	
  need	
  16	
  or	
  17	
  hours	
  of	
  sleep?’”	
  
	
  
The	
  quote	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  numerous	
  examples	
  that	
  include	
  educational	
  material	
  for	
  children,	
  he	
  said.	
  
	
  
“We	
  are	
  telling	
  children	
  here	
  that	
  cats	
  do	
  need	
  16	
  or	
  17	
  hours	
  of	
  sleep	
  a	
  day,	
  although	
  we	
  don’t	
  get	
  
overly	
  detailed	
  about	
  a	
  cat’s	
  life	
  span,”	
  Grimwood	
  said.	
  “This	
  way,	
  the	
  book	
  includes	
  beautiful	
  art,	
  
words	
  on	
  a	
  page	
  and	
  music,	
  so	
  you	
  have	
  reading,	
  art	
  and	
  music,	
  all	
  right	
  there.	
  
	
  
“Those	
  are	
  things	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  share	
  with	
  kids,”	
  he	
  added.	
  “Those	
  are	
  things	
  I	
  personally	
  love,	
  and	
  I	
  want	
  
to	
  share	
  them.”	
  
	
  
Trout	
  Fishing’s	
  desire	
  to	
  entertain	
  and	
  educate	
  children	
  began	
  in	
  1977	
  and	
  continues	
  today	
  via	
  school	
  
performances.	
  Grimwood	
  and	
  Idlet	
  also	
  conduct	
  songwriting	
  workshops	
  in	
  schools,	
  revealing	
  
numerous	
  tips	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  compose	
  a	
  song	
  with	
  another	
  person.	
  
	
  
“The	
  first	
  time	
  we	
  played	
  ‘Chicken	
  Joe’	
  in	
  concert,	
  a	
  kid	
  went	
  and	
  bought	
  the	
  book	
  and	
  then	
  looked	
  at	
  
the	
  book	
  while	
  we	
  played,”	
  Grimwood	
  said.	
  “He	
  was	
  reading	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  story	
  as	
  we	
  played,	
  and	
  I	
  
almost	
  cried.	
  That’s	
  how	
  I	
  want	
  this	
  to	
  work.	
  I	
  want	
  kids	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  art,	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  to	
  enjoy	
  the	
  music.	
  
When	
  that	
  happens,	
  that’s	
  a	
  win-­‐win	
  situation	
  for	
  everyone.”	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

AUSTIN’S LARGEST FAMILY CALENDAR!

Parent Wise
A          U          S          T          I          N

Mama-owned  | Mama-run  |  The Journal for Thinking Parents

OCTOBER 2011

Vol. VII, Issue VII • Priceless!

Flying Under 
the Radar:

A Parent’s Guide to 
Learning Disabilities

Flying Under 
the Radar:

A Parent’s Guide to 
Learning Disabilities

!

10 Tell ‘Em You Saw It In Parent:Wise AustinParent:Wise Austin - October 2011

Recommended:
Trick or Treat, Old Armadillo by Larry Dane Brimner

Old Armadillo is waiting inside his casita to
celebrate Halloween. Eager for his friends to
arrive, he misses the pirate, mummy, ghoul, and
other creatures gathering outside. Inside, Old
Armadillo gets cozy in his chair and reads a
book of ghost stories. Outside, voices chatter,
something creaks, and figures slip among the
shadows. Inside, Old Armadillo pulls a blanket
over his head until finally outside a paw pounds
on the door, calling out "It is time!" Inside, Old
Armadillo grows still "and silent as stone."
Finally, of course, he realizes that his friends are
at the door trick or treating. Spanish words are

interspersed and the dark pastel illustrations distinctively reflect the Southwest, making
this a wonderful treat for October reading in Texas. Read aloud to younger children
who will enjoy perusing the illustrations, but independent readers will want to pace
their own reading to appreciate a fun, spooky tale.

My Dog! A Kids' Guide to Keeping a Happy and
Healthy Pet by Michael J. Rosen

Several local humane societies have been in the news
recently trying to find good homes for dogs so the
pressure is on many families to get a pet. Understanding
that this is a lifelong commitment, Rosen's book serves
as an owner's manual to help young people understand
all of the responsibilities of dog ownership, as well as
handling, training, and grooming. Along the way,
readers discover fun facts about the history of our canine
companions and profiles of popular breeds. The book
includes places to write notes about your dog and to
insert photographs; there is also a pull-out dry erase
dog-care chart. The book is spiral bound, making it easy to use while teaching your
dog commands. Written for readers ages 9 to 12, it's also an excellent, user-friendly
guide for the whole family. Note: Rosen will be appearing at the 2011 Texas Book
Festival on October 22-23rd at the State Capitol.

Harry Cat and Tucker Mouse: Harry to the Rescue! 
by Thea Feldman

Inspired by The Cricket in Times Square, the classic tale by
George Selden, this short illustrated story is perfect for
emerging readers in first through third grades. Tucker
Mouse gets trapped in a shoe store when the owner leaves
for vacation. His friends, led by Harry Cat, try to get him
out, ultimately using their wits to figure out a way to get
Papa Bellini to open the door. The illustrations reflect the
charm of Garth Williams' original pictures without copying.
Kids may already be familiar with the characters, and the
book provides a great opportunity to practice reading with
a good story that is not repetitive like so many early-reader
books. Other titles in the series include Tucker's Beetle
Band and Starring Harry. 

The Orphan of Awkward Falls by Keith Graves

When her scientist father uproots their family once
again, 12-year-old Josephine Cravitz is certain that
Awkard Falls, Manitoba will be the worst place yet.
Known only for its sauerkraut and the Asylum for the
Dangerously Insane, Josephine expects the town will
bore her to death. Instead, she finds herself living next
door to Thaddeus Hibble, a young, paranoid mad
scientist-in-training who reanimates dead animals to be
his companions and is tended to by a robot butler.
When Fetid Stenchley, the delusional hunchback who
murdered Thaddeus' father, escapes from the Asylum,
the Cravitz family and Thaddeus are suddenly in grave
danger. Austinite Keith Graves is best known for his
madcap picture books featuring freaky characters like Chicken Big. His first novel is
filled with plot twists and action that will have readers racing to find out what happens
next. This wild and absurdly macabre story offers great and gruesome fun for middle

grade readers, especially those who are fans of Lemony Snicket and Frankenstein. Note:
Graves will be appearing at the 2011 Texas Book Festival on October 22-23rd at the
State Capitol.

—Jeanette Larson is a children's literature specialist, retired librarian, and the author
of Hummingbirds: Facts and Folklore from the Americas.

The Crown on Your Head by Nancy Tillman

The author of the bestselling picture book On the
Night You Were Born is back with another sweet
tale about the special beauty each child possesses.
In this offering, children learn they are the lucky
recipients of a “sparkling, glimmering” crown made
up of “moonlight and fireflies, and dragonfly
wings.” Every child is born with one of these
crowns, each different but spectacular in its own
way, and meant to be shared with the world. The
overarching theme —that each child is a wondrous
creation— meshes beautifully with the book’s
dreamy watercolors and poetic text. This is a perfect
preschool read-aloud at nighttime, as it ends with a kiss “on the crown” before bed.

Road Work Ahead by Anastasia Suen

Kids who are fascinated with construction vehicles will enjoy this simple picture book,
in which a boy and his mom drive across town through a maze of construction to see

grandma (and eat her oatmeal cookies!). The
simple text is easy enough for emerging readers,
while the bright illustrations, filled with lots and lots
of construction vehicles, will keep young minds
engaged on the page. What’s especially nice is
that the writing on the signs, buildings and vehicles
in the illustrations is big and easy to read, so
children can decipher things themselves. Finding
suitable books of interest to little boys who are just
beginning to read can be difficult (especially if the
boy is just in preschool), so Road Work Ahead
definitely is a welcome addition.

Everything Goes On Land by Brian Biggs

With the popularity of graphic novels for teens and
tweens, it probably shouldn’t be a surprise to see a
picture book for preschoolers and very young
elementary students in a similar format. And truly,
Everything Goes on Land doesn’t disappoint in the art
department: the illustrations are absolutely eye-
popping, filling the pages and inviting kids to spend
quite a bit of time pouring over them. Given the
astounding visuals, you might think the text would be
tertiary — but it’s not. Biggs does an excellent job of
introducing kids to the myriad ways people get around
on land, from bicycles, to cars (including electric ones), to trucks, to motorhomes and
commuter trains, they’re all in here in fantastic detail. This is one great book for young
elementary kids who love anything that goes and would like to learn more about them
in a fun, visually-intense format.

Chicken Joe Forgets Something Important
by Trout Fishing in America

The dynamic duo of kids' music is back with a new
book/CD combo that will delight children in both
preschool and early elementary grades.  Poor, confused
Chicken Joe just can't seem to remember...something.
But what?  Kids in kindergarten and older will grasp
what the forgotten item is (Chicken Joe's own birthday)
but younger children may need a bit of help. Still, they'll
enjoy the lively artwork that accompanies this sweet
story.  The accompanying CD provides a seven-minute
narration of the book, as well as a series of songs 
in the romping tradition for which Trout Fishing in America has become so famous.
NOTE: Trout Fishing in America will play at BookPeople on Oct. 14 at 6 p.m.

—Kim Pleticha is the editor of Parent:Wise

Recommend something! Join the review 
team today, or just tell us about your favorite book, 

CD or DVD! Editor@ParentWiseAustin.com



	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
 
 

 
 

CHICKEN	
  JOE	
  FORGETS	
  SOMETHING	
  IMPORTANT	
  
	
  
	
  
This	
  hard	
  cover	
  story	
  book	
  and	
  accompanying	
  CD	
  is	
  quite	
  cute	
  for	
  your	
  little	
  ones.	
  	
  The	
  book	
  is	
  fully	
  
illustrated	
  and	
  the	
  CD	
  accompanies	
  the	
  book	
  by	
  reading	
  it	
  out	
  loud.	
  	
  The	
  CD	
  then	
  delivers	
  the	
  following	
  
songs	
  after	
  the	
  book	
  narration.	
  
	
  

I	
  really	
  like	
  the	
  narrator,	
  Keith	
  Grimwood.	
  	
  His	
  partner,	
  Ezra	
  Idlet	
  delivers	
  
	
  guitar	
  rolls	
  that	
  prove	
  amazing!	
  	
  Keith	
  and	
  Ezra	
  are	
  also	
  the	
  lead	
  vocals	
  on	
  
the	
  songs.	
  	
  The	
  CD	
  includes	
  string	
  bass,	
  bass	
  guitar,	
  synthesizer,	
  hand	
  claps,	
  
harmony	
  vocals,	
  banjo,	
  mandolin,	
  spoons,	
  bouzouki,	
  percussion,	
  violin,	
  
accordion,	
  frottoir/rub	
  board,	
  lap	
  steel,	
  and	
  piano.	
  	
  Their	
  jumpy	
  lyrics	
  are	
  
wonderful	
  for	
  kids	
  to	
  dance	
  and	
  jump	
  to,	
  for	
  the	
  vocals	
  are	
  delivered	
  with	
  
such	
  enthusiasm	
  and	
  joyous	
  raucousness,	
  that	
  I	
  could	
  not	
  for	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  me	
  
stop	
  jumping	
  up	
  and	
  down!	
  	
  I	
  LOVED	
  16	
  or	
  17	
  Hours	
  of	
  Sleep	
  (possibly	
  
because	
  that’s	
  me	
  to	
  a	
  T!).	
  	
  

	
  
Darling	
  vocals	
  and	
  lyrics	
  from	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America.	
  	
  The	
  hard	
  cover	
  book	
  is	
  beautifully	
  illustrated	
  
for	
  youngsters	
  to	
  enjoy	
  thoroughly	
  and	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  assumes	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  our	
  fav	
  rock	
  and	
  roll	
  chicken!	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  impressed	
  with	
  this	
  darling	
  book/CD	
  combo	
  and	
  can’t	
  wait	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  book	
  and	
  album	
  to	
  
come	
  out	
  –	
  I	
  think	
  I’m	
  in	
  love	
  with	
  Rock	
  and	
  Bluesy	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  and	
  his	
  barnyard	
  buddies!	
  
	
  
www.thereviewbroads.com	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  

KidLit	
  +	
  KidTunes	
  +	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America	
  =	
  A	
  Memorable	
  Combo	
  
	
  
Author:	
  Bob	
  Etier	
  	
  
Published:	
  September	
  09,	
  2011	
  at	
  10:46	
  am	
  
	
  
Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  is	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America’s	
  second	
  book/DVD	
  combo	
  for	
  The	
  Secret	
  
Mountain	
  featuring	
  Chicken	
  Joe,	
  a	
  cat	
  who	
  sleeps	
  in	
  a	
  henhouse.	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America	
  (“Music	
  for	
  people	
  
who	
  take	
  their	
  fun	
  seriously)	
  is	
  Ezra	
  Idlet	
  and	
  Keith	
  Grimwood,	
  “a	
  nationally	
  touring	
  acoustic/folk	
  rock	
  duo	
  
whose	
  music	
  has	
  garnered	
  four	
  Grammy	
  nominations	
  and	
  legions	
  of	
  devoted	
  fans,”	
  hailing	
  from	
  Arkansas.	
  
	
  
Imagine	
  being	
  rudely	
  woken	
  up	
  by	
  rock	
  ‘n	
  roll	
  roosters,	
  realizing	
  you’re	
  forgetting	
  something	
  very	
  important.	
  As	
  
you	
  encounter	
  your	
  farmyard	
  pals,	
  they	
  seem	
  involved	
  in	
  silly	
  things	
  and	
  are	
  talking	
  nonsense.	
  Looking	
  for	
  
breakfast,	
  you	
  find	
  there’s	
  no	
  food.	
  What	
  else	
  can	
  you	
  do	
  but	
  take	
  a	
  nap?	
  (Well…that’s	
  what	
  I’d	
  do.)	
  This	
  is	
  how	
  
the	
  day	
  begins	
  when	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important.	
  
In	
  an	
  amusing	
  storybook,	
  Chicken	
  Joe’s	
  predicament	
  seems	
  nearly	
  unsolvable,	
  and	
  cats	
  do	
  need	
  sixteen	
  or	
  
seventeen	
  hours	
  of	
  sleep	
  every	
  day.	
  After	
  an	
  hour’s	
  nap,	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  awakens	
  again	
  to	
  music	
  and	
  finds	
  that	
  he	
  
may	
  have	
  forgotten	
  something	
  important,	
  but	
  his	
  friends	
  haven’t.	
  
	
  
The	
  CD	
  that	
  accompanies	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  starts	
  with	
  the	
  spoken-­‐word	
  story	
  
augmented	
  with	
  some	
  fine	
  music,	
  flavored	
  with	
  rock	
  and	
  blue	
  grass.	
  Eleven	
  original	
  songs	
  relating	
  to	
  the	
  story	
  
complete	
  the	
  CD.	
  The	
  songs	
  sparkle	
  with	
  wordplay	
  and	
  kicky	
  music—kids	
  will	
  delight	
  in	
  singing	
  along	
  with	
  “For	
  
Me	
  to	
  Know	
  and	
  You	
  to	
  Find	
  Out,”	
  a	
  song	
  they’ll	
  probably	
  continue	
  singing	
  without	
  the	
  CD	
  accompaniment.	
  
	
  
“16	
  or	
  17	
  Hours	
  of	
  Sleep”	
  is	
  a	
  counting	
  song	
  that	
  expounds	
  on	
  the	
  glories	
  (and	
  necessity)	
  of	
  frequent	
  naps	
  that	
  
are	
  frequently	
  long.	
  “Hello,	
  My	
  Chicken	
  Thinks	
  He’s	
  a	
  Dog”	
  offers	
  a	
  new	
  excuse	
  for	
  missing	
  assignments:	
  “My	
  
chicken	
  ate	
  my	
  homework,	
  it	
  wasn’t	
  my	
  fault,	
  that	
  psycho	
  chicken	
  thinks	
  he’s	
  a	
  dog.”	
  The	
  blue-­‐grass	
  infused	
  
“You’ve	
  Got	
  a	
  Funny	
  Name”	
  may	
  even	
  have	
  the	
  kids	
  clogging—or	
  doing	
  a	
  neat	
  approximation.	
  
	
  
Kids	
  can	
  read	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  CD,	
  or	
  take	
  it	
  on	
  car	
  trips	
  where	
  they	
  can	
  listen	
  to	
  an	
  entertaining	
  story	
  that	
  
emphasizes	
  friendship	
  (The	
  final	
  song,	
  “Dance	
  with	
  Me,”	
  is	
  a	
  Zydeco-­‐tinged,	
  sweet	
  salute	
  to	
  friendship),	
  and	
  
sing-­‐along	
  with	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America’s	
  kicky	
  music—without	
  the	
  driver	
  suffering	
  a	
  saccharine	
  overdose.	
  
	
  
Brightly	
  illustrated	
  by	
  Stéphane	
  Jorisch,	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important	
  is	
  fun	
  for	
  groups—whether	
  
families	
  or	
  pre-­‐school	
  classes—to	
  share,	
  but	
  one	
  must	
  expect	
  that	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  dancing.	
  	
  
	
  

www.technorati.com	
  



	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

CHICKEN	
  JOE	
  FORGETS	
  SOMETHING	
  IMPORTANT	
  

It’s	
  a	
  cute	
  little	
  story	
  which	
  made	
  me	
  want	
  to	
  use	
  a	
  Southern	
  accent	
  when	
  I	
  
read	
  it.	
  	
  Maybe	
  ’cause	
  I’m	
  from	
  New	
  Orleans,	
  or	
  maybe	
  just	
  because	
  the	
  
language	
  and	
  names	
  of	
  the	
  animals	
  inspire	
  it	
  or	
  perhaps	
  the	
  folk/bluegrass	
  
music	
  CD	
  that	
  accompanies	
  the	
  book.	
  	
  In	
  any	
  case,	
  it’s	
  a	
  truly	
  fun	
  book	
  for	
  
kids	
  and	
  adults	
  too.	
  	
  You	
  can	
  also	
  play	
  the	
  story	
  for	
  them	
  on	
  the	
  CD	
  and	
  
then,	
  after	
  the	
  storybook	
  there	
  are	
  several	
  songs	
  that	
  are	
  both	
  cute,	
  funny,	
  
and	
  fitting	
  performed	
  by	
  Keith	
  Grimwood	
  and	
  Ezra	
  Idlet	
  who	
  make	
  
up	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America,	
  a	
  band	
  duo	
  that	
  makes	
  family	
  music	
  fun.	
  	
  

The	
  most	
  interesting	
  thing	
  about	
  the	
  book	
  is	
  how	
  the	
  characters	
  are	
  named	
  such	
  that	
  you	
  would	
  think	
  
when	
  hearing	
  their	
  names	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  a	
  certain	
  animal	
  but	
  in	
  reality,	
  they	
  turn	
  out	
  to	
  be	
  something	
  
else.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  lesson	
  for	
  kids	
  too	
  –	
  not	
  to	
  rush	
  to	
  judgment	
  or	
  judge	
  just	
  by	
  names	
  alone	
  and	
  to	
  dig	
  
deeper.	
  	
  The	
  illustrations	
  are	
  amazing	
  and	
  the	
  musical	
  accompaniment	
  just	
  brings	
  the	
  story	
  to	
  life.	
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TUESDAY , 	
   NOVEMBER 	
   1 , 	
   2 0 11 	
  

A	
  Cat	
  Named	
  Chicken	
  Joe	
  
	
  
	
  

This	
  week	
  we’ve	
  been	
  listening	
  to	
  a	
  hilarious	
  and	
  
fun	
  little	
  story	
  (with	
  music,	
  of	
  course)	
  called	
  Chicken	
  
Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important.	
  	
  It’s	
  the	
  latest	
  
release	
  from	
  Trout	
  Fishing	
  in	
  America,	
  a	
  fun	
  musical	
  
duo	
  from	
  the	
  US	
  that	
  has	
  been	
  crafting	
  silly	
  musical	
  
fun	
  for	
  families	
  for	
  a	
  long	
  while	
  now.	
  
	
  
Ezra	
  Idlet	
  and	
  Keith	
  Grimwood	
  met	
  in	
  Texas	
  back	
  in	
  
the	
  70's	
  playing	
  in	
  a	
  folk	
  band	
  together	
  and	
  have	
  
been	
  making	
  music	
  for	
  all	
  ages	
  ever	
  since.	
  	
  Their	
  
sound	
  could	
  be	
  called	
  folk	
  but	
  there	
  are	
  so	
  many	
  
influences,	
  from	
  bluegrass	
  to	
  rock	
  to	
  reggae,	
  that	
  
it’s	
  just	
  a	
  mountain	
  of	
  good	
  fun.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  latest	
  effort,	
  the	
  adorable	
  musical	
  storybook	
  
Chicken	
  Joe	
  Forgets	
  Something	
  Important,	
  brings	
  a	
  
funny	
  story	
  about	
  a	
  cat	
  who	
  sleeps	
  in	
  the	
  henhouse	
  
(and	
  plays	
  rock	
  &	
  roll!)	
  together	
  with	
  musical	
  

selections	
  to	
  accompany	
  and	
  it	
  had	
  the	
  kids	
  tapping	
  their	
  toes	
  and	
  snapping	
  their	
  fingers	
  
as	
  they	
  listened.	
  
	
  
www.crumbsintheminivan.com	
  
	
  
	
  


